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TAGS: SNAR, TH 

SUB J : USDA RESEARCH PROJECTS 

1. DEPT HAS RECEIVED FROM USDA PROPOSALS FOR CCINC 
FUNDING OF TWO USDA RESEARCH PROJECTS IN THAILAND. ACTUAL 
RESEARCH WORK WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN BY CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY. 
REQUEST MISSION'S RECOMMENDATIONS ON MERITS OF THESE TWO 
PROPOSALS AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO OVERALL NARCOTICS 
CONTROL PROGRAM IN THAILAND. 

2. THE FIRST PROPOSAL WOULD INVOLVE RESEARCH ON FEASIBIL- 
ITY OF TEA AS OPIUM POPPY REPLACEMENT CROP. CHIANG MAI 
UNIVERSITY WOULD PLAN TO CARRY OUR RESEARCH ON ESTABLISH- 
MENT, MANAGEMENT, HARVESTING, AND PROCESSING OF TEA AS A 
PERMANENT REPLACEMENT CROP IN NORTHERN THAILAND. COST OF 
CONTRACT WOULD BE ABOUT DOLS 114,000. 

3. THE SECOND RESEARCH CONTRACT WOULD STUDY FEASIBILITY OF 
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REPLACEMENT CROP. COST OF THIS RESEARCH WOULD BE ABOUT 
DOLS 146,000. 

4. UNDERSTAND FROM USDA THAT DETAILS OF THESE PROJECTS HAD 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN DISCUSSED WITH MISSION ON UNDERSTANDING 
THAT THEY WOULD BE FINANCED BY USDA APPROPRIATIONS. 

DEPT BELIEVES THAT IF THESE PROJECTS IN FACT FURTHER 
NARCOTICS CONTROL PROGRAM GOALS, CCINC FUNDING WOULD BE 
APPROPRIATE. THEREFORE, WE ARE REQUESTING CONFIRMATION OF 
WHAT WE UNDERSTAND WOULD BE MISSION'S EARLIER APPROVAL 
OF THESE AS WELL AS COMMENTS ON MERITS AS REQUESTED 
PARA 1 ABOVE. INGERSOLL 
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